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Gathering 
 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  
 
stand 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Pastor: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all 

mercy and the God of all consolation, who comforts us in all our sorrows 
so that we can comfort others in their sorrows with the consolation we 
ourselves have received from God. 

People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his 

death. We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so 
that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we 
too might live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a death 
like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 

People: Amen. 
 
Pastor:  Heavenly Father, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the 

dust of the earth, who by your breath gave us life, we glorify you. 
People: We glorify you. 
 
Pastor: Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all 

humanity, who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life, we 
praise you. 

People: We praise you. 
 
Pastor: Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our 

sure confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you. 
People: We worship you. 
 
Pastor: To you, O blessed Trinity – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - be glory and 

honor, forever and ever. 
People: Amen. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN:  “Here In This Place (Gather Us In)”  
 

 



 

- 4 - 
 

GREETING 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our brother 

Chip. We thank you for giving him to us to know and to love as a 
companion in our pilgrimage on earth. In your boundless compassion, 
console us who mourn. Give us faith to see that death has been 
swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may live 
in confidence and hope until, by your call, we are gathered to our 
heavenly home in the company of all your saints; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 
Sit 
 
REMEMBRANCES FOR THE FAMILY AND FOR THE CHURCH 
• Pam Gunsten 
• The Rev. Paul Henrickson, Dean of the Chapel – Roanoke College  
 

Word 
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 6:1-8    
Lector:  Mr. Charles Poston, Vice-President of the Synod 
 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the LORD sitting on a throne, high and 
lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance 
above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two 
they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And one called to another and 
said: 

"Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory." 

4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the 
house filled with smoke. 5And I said: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of 
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unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the 
King, the LORD of hosts!" 
6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from 
the altar with a pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: 
"Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is 
blotted out." 8Then I heard the voice of the LORD saying, "Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I; send me!" 
 
Lector:  The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING:  Psalm 121 
Lector:  Sue Dugas, Office Manager, Virginia Synod  
 
I lift up my eyes to the hills — 
from where will my help come? 
2My help comes from the LORD, 
who made heaven and earth. 
3He will not let your foot be moved; 
he who keeps you will not slumber. 
4He who keeps Israel 
will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5The LORD is your keeper; 
the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
6The sun shall not strike you by day, 
nor the moon by night. 
7The LORD will keep you from all evil; 
he will keep your life. 
8The LORD will keep 
your going out and your coming in 
from this time on and forevermore.   
 
Lector:  The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
THIRD READING:  Philippians 4:4-9 
Lector:  Pastor Andy Ballentine, St. Stephen, Williamsburg 
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4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 
9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen 
in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 
Lector:  The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 

 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 28:16-20 
 
Bishop: The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 28th chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 
18And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching 
them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age." 
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Bishop: The gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
 
SERMON:  The Rev. Jim Mauney, Bishop of the Virginia Synod, ELCA 
 
Stand 
 
HYMN:  We All Are One in Mission 

 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
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     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father; 
       through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
          he came down from heaven, 
          was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
          and became truly human. 
          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
          he suffered death and was buried. 
          On the third day he rose again 
          in accordance with the scriptures; 
          he ascended into heaven 
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
          and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
     who has spoken through the prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
          and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS 
Pastor:  Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, you have knit your chosen people together in one  
communion, in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Give          
to your whole Church in heaven and on earth your light and your peace. 

People:   Hear us, Lord. 
 
Pastor:  Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and 

resurrection may die to sin and rise to newness of life and that through 
the grave and gate of death we may pass with him to our joyful 
resurrection. 

People:   Hear us, Lord. 
 
Pastor:  Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, 

that your Holy Spirit may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our 
days. 

People:   Hear us, Lord. 
 
Pastor:  Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be    

  cleansed from all our sins and serve you with a quiet mind. 
People:   Hear us, Lord. 
 
Pastor:  Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your loving care, that,   

  casting all their sorrow on you, they may know the consolation of your  
  love. 

People:   Hear us, Lord. 
 
Pastor:  Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have  

  strength to meet the days ahead in the comfort of a holy and certain   
  hope, and in the joyful expectation of eternal life with those they love. 

People:   Hear us, Lord. 
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Pastor:  Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to 
believe and trust in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
and the resurrection to life everlasting. 

People:   Hear us, Lord. 
 
Pastor:  Grant us grace to entrust Chip to your never-failing love which sustained 

  him in this life. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, and remember  
  him according to the favor you bear for your people. 

People:   Hear us, Lord. 
 
Pastor:  God of all grace, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life 

and immortality to light. We give you thanks because by his death Jesus 
destroyed the power of death and by his resurrection has opened the 
kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make us certain that because he 
lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor things present 
nor things to come shall be able to separate us from your love which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People:  Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
 
Bishop:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:   And also with you.  
 
The congregation remains standing as the offertory is sung and the altar is 
prepared. 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN:  “Fling Wide the Door” 
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Meal 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
The preface is sung.  At the conclusion of the preface, the congregation joins in the 
Sanctus: 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
Bishop: In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 
   Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
   and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
       hallowed be thy name, 
       thy kingdom come, 
       thy will be done, 
            on earth as it is in heaven. 
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  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
        but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Bishop:  Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
Sit.   
There will be four communion stations. Each has the option of common cup with 
the first wine server, or intinction (dip the bread in the wine) with the second 
server. Please follow the direction of the ushers. Those not communing are invited 
to come for a blessing. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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SONGS DURING COMMUNION 
 
“Children of the Heavenly Father” 
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“The Strife is O’er” 
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“How Great Thou Art” 
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“I am the Bread of Life” 
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“O Christ, Our Hope, Our Heart’s Desire” 

 
 
 
“Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord” 

 
 
BLESSING 
Bishop: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 
People: Amen. 
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NUNC DIMITTIS  

 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
Bishop: God of abundance, 
   with this bread of life and cup of salvation 
   you have united us with Christ, 
   making us one with all your people here and with the saints triumphant. 

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
   that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
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and continue forever in the risen life 
of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen.  
 
COMMENDATION 
 
Bishop: Let us commend our brother to the mercy of God, our maker and 

redeemer. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Bishop: Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, Paul 

Gerhard Gunsten, Jr., our brother Chip.   
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb 
of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming.  

 Receive him into the arms of your mercy, 
into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, 
and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 

People: Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Bishop: Almighty God – Father, (+)Son, and Holy Spirit – bless you now and 

forever. 
People: Amen 
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HYMN:  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 
 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go in peace.  Christ is risen.  Proclaim the good news! 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Our sympathies are expressed to the family of The Rev. Chip Gunsten.  We pray especially this day for his 
wife, Kristin; his daughters, Anna Gunsten and Sarah Krell and her husband, Robert; his granddaughter, 
Meredith; his sisters, Pam Gunsten and Claujia Ritchie and her husband, Alan, his niece, Cody Heieren; his 
stepmother, Martha Gunsten; his father-in-law, James Hanson, his brothers-in-law, Greg and Mark 
Hanson and Mark's wife, Kara.  

 
 

 

 

A message from Kris Gunsten: 

I would like to express my deep sorrow to all of those here today - Chip's 
colleagues in the VA synod, all who he knew through synod events, 
meetings, and anywhere else I can't think of.  He loved his job because it 
meant that he could work with all of you, get to know you - sharing 
congregational struggles and joys because it meant sharing God's love 
for all of you.  Please keep his love for mission and ministry going!  
Thank you so much for your prayers for me and my family!  My prayers 
too to all of his friends and our family.  We will miss "dear" so much but 
he will always be with us and for that I am thankful.   

Blessing and Peace to all of us who struggle with this loss.  May the 
hope of Advent and promise of the resurrection see us through. 

Love to all - Kris 
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Worship Participants 
 
We give thanks for all who are here worshiping our Lord’s death and resurrection and supporting 
the Gunsten family. 
 
Crucifer:  Mr. Clint Nichols 
 
Bishop James F. Mauney 
Bishop Emeritus Richard F. Bansemer 
 
Assisting Ministers: The Rev. David Derrick, St. Philip Lutheran Church, Roanoke 

The Rev. Kelly Derrick, St. Philip Lutheran Church, Roanoke 
      The Rev. David Delaney, Synodical Director for Youth and Young Adults 
 
Lectors: Judge Charles Poston, Vice President of the Synod 
   Sue Dugas, Office Manager, Virginia Synod 
   The Rev. Andrew Ballentine, St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Williamsburg 
 
Communion Distributors: 
The Rev. Wynemah Hinlicky, College Lutheran Church, Salem 
The Rev. William Wiecher, College Lutheran Church, Salem 
The Rev. Dwayne Westermann, Retired Pastor 
The Rev. James Utt, Grace Lutheran Church, Winchester 
The Rev. Jean Bozeman, Retired Assistant to the Bishop 
The Rev. Richard Goeres, First Lutheran Church, Norfolk 
The Rev. Andrew Ballentine, St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Williamsburg 
Judge Charles Poston, Vice President of the Virginia Synod 
Mrs. Janet Gomez, Secretary of the Virginia Synod 
Mr. Skip Zubrod, Treasurer of the Virginia Synod 
Dr. Michael Maxey, President of Roanoke College 
Ms. Julie Swanson, CEO, Lutheran Family Services of Virginia 
Mr. Charles Shenberger, Retired Assistant to the Bishop 
Diaconal Minister Mindy Reynolds, Synodical Minister for Healthy Leadership and Wellness 
Mr. William Greer, President of College Lutheran Church, Salem 
Mr. Chris Ingle, President of St. Philip Lutheran Church, Roanoke 
Ms. Rose Booker-Stephens, Synod Council 
Mrs. Lenae Osmondson, Office of the Bishop-East 
 
Sacristans:  The Rev. Paul Henrickson 
    The Rev. John McCandlish 
    Mr. Clint Nichols 
 
Organist: Mrs. Nancy Delaney, Christ Lutheran Church, Roanoke 
 
Thanks to members of  Roanoke area Lutheran congregations serving as ushers and in other 
supportive roles. 
We also express our deepest gratitude to Rev. Msr. Thomas Miller, Pastoral Care Minister Phillip 
Gallagher, Minister of Music Kelly Wheelbarger, and the people and staff of St. Andrew’s Roman 
Catholic Parish for graciously inviting us to gather here for worship this day.  
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Use this space to send a message to Kris Gunsten and her family.  Remove this sheet and hand 
it to the ushers at the conclusion of the service.  


